Understanding and meeting the needs of farmers with amputations.
Despite the hazardous nature of the occupation, farmers who sustain serious permanently disabling injuries return to the physical labor of production agriculture. It is estimated that amputations account for 11% of all major farm-related injuries. This report describes the process of reentry to farm work of farmers across the United States who experienced above-the-wrist traumatic amputations. Interviews with 16 farmers revealed the unique features of the work and world view of these workers who labor in the fields. The occupational recovery process included questioning, analyzing, and "getting along." Prostheses and formal rehabilitation programs were viewed as minimally helpful. Suggestions and resources that may be helpful for the orthopaedic nurse to assist this high-risk work group are included.